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What Chronic Absenteeism Is, 
and Why It Matters

• Lower student 
achievement

• Decreased student 
mental health

• Higher dropout rates
• More challenges in 

adulthood

Missing (excused or
unexcused) at least 10% 
of school days in a year
• ~18 days per year
• ~2 days per month



*

Absenteeism Statewide 
Has Not Recovered 



*

A Problem for Whole State 
(and Country)



Attendance Works
Framework of Causes



Inspiration from National Outliers



Call to Attention

Data-Driven 
Decision-Making

Targeted, 
Escalating, 
Supportive 

Interventions

Family 
Relationships & 
Communication

Student 
Engagement & 

Belonging

Ownership of the 
Work

Case Study Solution Themes

Dedicated Resources



Is absenteeism an issue in your community?

https ://wispol icyforum.org/research/school -datatool/





For more details on absenteeism and 
other critical school data points



Upcoming Event

Salute to Local Government
Italian Community Center

November 18 | 11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
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