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We bring to light new knowledge on policy 
issues important to state government, local 
governments, schools, Metro Milwaukee, 
and Wisconsin’s economy, then disseminate 
it to thought leaders and decision-makers.

We analyze and publish information about 
the finances of  state and local governments 
and school districts to increase awareness 
of  fiscal and service-level challenges and 
promote efficient, effective, and equitable 
use of  taxpayer dollars.

We conduct impartial public policy research 
and analysis to drive informed debate and 
effective decision-making in the state of  
Wisconsin.

The Wisconsin Policy Forum is a statewide nonpartisan, independent 
policy research organization. We provide informed analysis of  critical 
policy issues affecting local governments, school districts, and the state 
of  Wisconsin. Through research and facilitation activities, we encourage 
elected officials and community leaders to find effective, data-driven 
solutions to pressing policy challenges, and promote productive discussion 
among the public and private sectors.

https://wispolicyforum.org/
https://wispolicyforum.org/about-us/
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From the chair
As I begin my two-year term as WPF Board Chair in 2023, I am proud to reflect on our many accomplishments in 2022 and our 
increased influence as state and local leaders confront important policy challenges across Wisconsin.  
It is telling that when Milwaukee’s political and business leadership convened state legislative leaders in Milwaukee on two occasions 
in 2022 to discuss the huge financial challenges facing our city and county governments, they turned to the Forum to lead off  their 
program. This serves as a testament to the broad value the Forum provides to both business and civic leaders across our state.

Increasingly, the impact of  our research is being felt not only in Milwaukee but statewide, as shown by new fire department 

consolidation efforts in Ozaukee, Racine, and La Crosse counties, as well as the Governor’s decision to provide special state aids to EMS agencies across 
Wisconsin. Each of  these developments stemmed, in part, from Forum reports. 

We also had another exceptional showing at last summer’s annual Governmental Research Association conference, taking home five awards and showing again that 
we stand out not only in Wisconsin, but also among our national peers. 

Our return to in-person programming also was a resounding success, as our Salute to Local Government enjoyed record-breaking attendance of  more than 420 
people, while our Milwaukee mayoral debate drew more than 200. We also resumed our popular “Policy in a Pub” with a program about the city of  Milwaukee’s 
finances at Merriment Social in September.

Finally, on the financial front, while our healthy reserves took a hit from the market downfall, we ended 2022 with a nearly $50,000 operating surplus thanks to 
strong membership, sponsor, contract, grant, and event income. That’s a tribute to our hundreds of  generous supporters, who share a passion for nonpartisanship, 
objectivity, and data-driven decision-making.

My goal, as Chairman, is to work with our outstanding staff  to continue to expand our reach and influence, which matters more than ever as state and national 
politics grow more divisive. I look forward to working with all of  our members, and I thank you for all you do to support Wisconsin’s premier policy think tank!

Sincerely,

Grady L. Crosby
Chair

https://wispolicyforum.org/staff-board/
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The Forum urges local governments to measure performance and share results and applies the same principle to itself. 
Forum staff  and the executive committee establish performance objectives and use these metrics – and many others – to 
gauge our impact and effectiveness.
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Our research publications address timely issues and promote informed and fact-based public policy decision-making. 
Our portfolio includes in-depth reports, FocusFocus  policy briefs, and The Wisconsin TaxpayerThe Wisconsin Taxpayer magazine-style pieces that 
cover a range of  topics. Per our strategic plan, our priority research areas include government finance, workforce and 
economic development, and education. Also, we maintain the traditions of  our two legacy organizations — the Public 
Policy Forum and Wisconsin Taxpayers Alliance — by emphasizing both issues of  statewide importance and those with 
particular relevance to southeast Wisconsin.

As the COVID-19 pandemic entered its third year, our focus on its impacts continued, including an in-depth report  
on options to improve public health services in Milwaukee County and shorter briefs on the pandemic’s consequences 
on key economic sectors. Our wide range of  topics included reports on Wisconsin’s large statewide racial gaps in 
homeownership, use of  the state’s record budget surplus, the financial challenges facing towns, reviews of  local room 
tax revenues, and postsecondary education readiness in Milwaukee. Local government service sharing was a prominent 
focus again in 2022 as we looked at opportunities for fire department collaboration in the Fox Valley and police 
consolidation in Milwaukee County’s North Shore.

On the following pages, we highlight report covers from some of  our most highly publicized in-depth reports in 2022 
as well as key visuals from several FocusFocus  and Taxpayer Taxpayer publications.

https://wispolicyforum.org/research/


I found the content to be valuable and 
greatly appreciated the opportunity 
to connect with a diverse set of 
colleagues.””

“

Melinda Heinritz
Madison Public Schools Foundation 
President, after participating in her 
first WPF Education Policy Committee 
Meeting.

Wiscons in ’s Ranks in School 
Spending, Tax Burden Fa l l  Together

Fo l low the Leaders

Fewer Students of Color Take 
Advanced Placement Exams

https://wispolicyforum.org/research/wisconsins-ranks-in-school-spending-tax-burden-fall-together/
https://wispolicyforum.org/research/follow-the-leaders-recent-trends-in-wisconsins-principal-and-superintendent-turnover/
https://wispolicyforum.org/research/a-little-help-is-financial-aid-keeping-college-affordable-in-wisconsin/
https://wispolicyforum.org/research/fewer-students-of-color-take-advanced-placement-exams/
https://wispolicyforum.org/research/college-material-programs-supporting-postsecondary-education-readiness-and-completion-in-milwaukee/
https://wispolicyforum.org/research/


Budgets Get T ighter 
for Wiscons in Towns

The Astounding State Surp lus

Local Debt on the R ise Room Tax Revenues ReboundInforming the Tax Debate

https://wispolicyforum.org/research/budgets-get-tighter-for-wisconsin-towns/
https://wispolicyforum.org/research/testing-the-waters-should-mmsds-privatization-framework-be-revisited/
https://wispolicyforum.org/research/nearing-the-brink-an-independent-third-party-review-of-the-city-of-milwaukees-fiscal-condition/
https://wispolicyforum.org/research/the-astounding-state-surplus/
https://wispolicyforum.org/research/local-debt-on-the-rise/
https://wispolicyforum.org/research/room-tax-revenues-rebound/
https://wispolicyforum.org/research/informing-the-tax-debate-a-closer-look-at-trends-and-changes-in-the-states-income-tax/
https://wispolicyforum.org/research/


I thank the Policy Forum for the 
incredible research that you all do. 
I actually use a lot of those reports 
and briefings that you provide to 
local government. That helps inform 
a lot of my legislation.””

“

Marcelia Nicholson
Chairperson, Milwaukee County 
Board of Supervisors

State of the Arts Mov ing the Needle?

Worker Incent ives Gain ing 
Popular i ty in Midwest , But St i l l 

Rare in Wiscons in

An Uneven Recovery for 
Wiscons in Jobs

https://wispolicyforum.org/research/state-of-the-arts/
https://wispolicyforum.org/research/moving-the-needle-how-kenosha-county-measures-up-on-key-economic-and-social-indicators/
https://wispolicyforum.org/research/hitting-home-milwaukees-homeownership-inequities-and-how-we-compare-to-peer-cities/
https://wispolicyforum.org/research/worker-incentives-gaining-popularity-in-midwest-but-still-rare-in-wisconsin/
https://wispolicyforum.org/research/an-uneven-recovery-for-wisconsin-jobs/
https://wispolicyforum.org/research/


Thank you for helping the Ozaukee 
County communities take the 
first step with the WPF study (on 
fire and EMS service sharing). 
I believe it started us down the 
path to where we are today.””

“

Colleen Landisch-Hansen
Administrator, Vil lage of Thiensvil le

A Sober ing Trend: A lcoho l 
Deaths up Sharp ly in 

Wiscons in

https://wispolicyforum.org/research/a-sobering-trend-alcohol-deaths-up-sharply-in-wisconsin/
https://wispolicyforum.org/research/the-work-of-art-a-survey-of-milwaukees-artists-and-creatives/
https://wispolicyforum.org/research/be-prepared-an-overview-of-public-health-services-in-milwaukee-county-and-options-for-structural-change/
https://wispolicyforum.org/research/road-to-recovery-improving-substance-use-disorder-services-in-milwaukee-county/
https://wispolicyforum.org/research/better-together-options-for-enhanced-fire-department-collaboration-in-the-fox-valley/
https://wispolicyforum.org/research/an-open-investigation-exploring-police-consolidation-in-milwaukee-countys-north-shore/
https://wispolicyforum.org/research/a-new-canvas-determining-the-future-direction-of-the-charles-allis-and-villa-terrace-art-museums/
https://wispolicyforum.org/research-tag/budget-brief/


Our budget briefs provide information about the government’s basic financial framework, the specific expenditure 
and revenue challenges facing the government that year, and how the proposed budget resolves them. We objectively 
frame the key issues and decisions that are at the heart of  the budget - not only for citizens, but also for policymakers 
themselves. We add a brief  on the Governor’s proposed state budget in each odd-numbered year.

Budget  Br ief  

Uncharted Waters  
Wisconsin's School Budget Climate and  

the State's Two Largest Districts  
 

https://wispolicyforum.org/research/budget-brief-milwaukee-county-2023-executive-budget/
https://wispolicyforum.org/research/budget-brief-2023-proposed-city-of-milwaukee-budget/
https://wispolicyforum.org/research/budget-brief-city-of-madison-2023-mayors-budget/
https://wispolicyforum.org/research/uncharted-waters-wisconsins-school-budget-climate-and-the-states-two-largest-districts/
https://wispolicyforum.org/research-tag/service-sharing/


Our collection of  DataTools bolsters the Forum’s role as a go-to source for understanding local and state government 
policy and workforce issues in Wisconsin. Our Municipal DataTool includes data on all 601 cities and villages in the state, 
while our Property Values and Taxes DataTool shows how property values change from year to year in municipalities and 
counties across the state and how those changes are impacting the taxes levied by local units of  government. Our School 
DataTool compiles academic performance and financial data for Wisconsin public school districts and allows users to run 
their own comparative reports. Our Metro Milwaukee Innovation Datatool enables users to gauge the area’s performance 
on indicators tied to innovation and economic growth.

https://wispolicyforum.org/research-category/datatool/
https://wispolicyforum.org/research/school-datatool/
https://wispolicyforum.org/research/municipal-datatool-examining-and-comparing-wisconsin-cities-and-villages/
https://wispolicyforum.org/research/2021-property-values-and-taxes/
https://wispolicyforum.org/research/metro-milwaukee-innovation-datatool/
https://wispolicyforum.org/research-tag/datatool/
https://wispolicyforum.org/research/metro-milwaukee-innovation-datatool/
https://wispolicyforum.org/research/2021-property-values-and-taxes/
https://wispolicyforum.org/research/municipal-datatool-examining-and-comparing-wisconsin-cities-and-villages/
https://wispolicyforum.org/research/school-datatool/


Senior Research Associate Ari Brown is interviewed by Channel 
26 Green Bay for the A Sobering Trend: Alcohol Deaths Up Sharply in 
Wisconsin report.

Vice President & Research Director Jason Stein is interviewed by 
PBS Wisconsin for the The Astounding State Surplus report.

Media Coverage

Connecting our work with the broadest possible audience – which 
we do through the news media and social media – maximizes our 
impact and furthers our goal of  anchoring state policy deliberations 
in impartial facts and data. In 2022, our research was cited more than 
500 times in local, state, and national news outlets, and news media 
routinely sought out Forum researchers as expert sources. Our social 
media accounts had more than 6,200 followers combined at the end 
of  2022.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aRdV4jpXplg
https://pbswisconsin.org/news-item/jason-stein-on-the-scale-of-wisconsins-2023-budget-surplus/
https://wispolicyforum.org/news/in-the-news/


President Rob Henken speaks to state legislators about the fierce financial 
challenges facing Milwaukee’s city and county governments.

Communications Director Mark Sommerhauser discusses how broadcast 
media covers elections with TMJ4 anchor Charles Benson at the fall Board 
of  Directors meeting.

NETWORK & LEARN

We communicate our research in many ways, including 
via presentations to our members. Forum members, civic 
groups, elected officials, and advocacy groups request Forum 
staff  to speak on our research or related policy issues. 

We organize exclusive policy discussions and brown bag 
lunches for our members, and our researchers always are 
available to answer policy-related questions. 

We connect our members with individuals in government, 
academia, and elsewhere to obtain policy information and 
analysis that is critical to their work. 

We encourage Forum members to serve on our policy 
committees: Government Finance, Economic Development, 
Education, and Social Services. Our policy committees meet 
a few times each year to review research findings and discuss 
potential new research topics with Forum staff.



More than 200 people registered for our virtual 2022 annual meeting on February 3rd. Our program included a panel 
discussion moderated by Vice President and Research Director Jason Stein on the use of  federal pandemic relief  
funds featuring Green Bay Mayor Eric Genrich, Milwaukee County Board of  Supervisors Chairwoman Marcelia 
Nicholson, and Washington County Executive Josh Schoemann.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z4nXQy9AaeY


Forum Friday

President Rob Henken discussed our report on the rise in alcohol 
deaths and usage in the state. Wisconsin Department of  Health Services 
Secretary Karen Timberlake, Milwaukee County Department of  Health 
and Human Services Director Shakita LaGrant-McClain, and Dr. Maria 
Perez, Chairwoman of  the Milwaukee County Mental Health Board, 
helped explore the nature and breadth of  the emerging challenges.

PANELISTS:

Karen Timberlake, Secretary, Wisconsin Department of  Health Services
Shakita LaGrant-McClain, Director, Milwaukee County DHHS
Dr. Maria Perez, Chairwoman, Milwaukee County Mental Health Board

Responding to Growing Behav iora l 
Heal th Chal lenges

A Look Ahead: Wiscons in ’s 2023 
Leg is lat ive Sess ion

Vice President and Research Director Jason Stein discussed our 
research on the state budget and surplus and what that means for 
the 2023-2024 legislative session. Wisconsin Assembly Speaker 
Robin Vos and Assistant Minority Leader Kalan Haywood joined to 
discuss their priorities over the next two years.  

PANELISTS:

Robin Vos, Wisconsin Assembly Speaker
Kalan Haywood, Wisconsin Assembly Assistant Minority Leader

Not pictured: Our Forum Friday program on “Pandemic Recovery in Wisconsin’s Arts and Cultural Sector”

Our virtual webinar series, Forum Friday, engages public policy leaders on recently released Forum reports and timely policy 
issues. We hosted three Forum Friday installations in 2022 and will continue the series to augment our in-person events going 
forward.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9t_34RcWeVo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UTYnkGDR55M


viewpoint luncheons / Policy in a pub

In March, we partnered with the Greater 
Milwaukee Committee and Metropolitan 
Milwaukee Association of  Commerce to 
host a Milwaukee mayoral debate with 
Cavalier Johnson and Bob Donovan. Both 
candidates spoke on key issues that have 
been raised by Forum research and addressed 
policy and fiscal matters facing the city. 

Our June Viewpoint Luncheon  discussed 
the challenges of  downtowns in the 
aftermath of  the pandemic. Jason Illstrup 
from Downtown Madison Inc., Anne 
Neujahr Morrison from New Year 
Investments, Beth Weirick from Milwaukee 
Downtown, and Joshua Jeffers from J. 
Jeffers & Company were our panelists and 
Milwaukee DCD Commissioner Lafayette 
Crump was the event’s keynote speaker.

Can Downtowns Thr ive in 

the New Normal?

Ci ty of Mi lwaukee Mayora l 

Debate

Pol icy in a Pub: Ci ty of 

Mi lwaukee Budget

Our popular Policy in a Pub event returned in 
September at the Merriment Social. President 
Rob Henken reviewed the Forum’s research 
on the City of  Milwaukee’s fiscal condition and 
Mayor Cavalier Johnson and Budget Director 
Nik Kovak previewed the 2023 City Budget. 



The Salute to Local Government is one of  the 
few events in our state that highlights the value 
of  public sector performance and the benefits 
that public sector innovation and excellence 
bring to taxpayers and our state as a whole. More 
than 420 people from across the state attended 
the 30th annual Salute to Local Government on 
November 16th to join us in celebrating excellence 
in government and to hear from our keynote 
speaker, Wisconsin State Senator Dale Kooyenga. 
Our awards recognized governments and school 
districts for innovation, partnership, cooperation, 
and efforts to advance racial equity, as well as 
individuals in the public sector for excellence and 
lifetime achievement.

JEAN B. TYLER LEADER OF 
THE FUTURE AWARD

Noah Wiedenfeld
Administrator & Utilities Manager,
City of  New Richmond

JAMES R. RYAN LIFETIME 
ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

Tony Pérez
Retired, Director of  the Housing Authority of  the 
City of  Milwaukee

NORMAN N. GILL AWARD 
FOR INDIVIDUAL EXCELLENCE

Vera Westphal
Deputy Director, Milwaukee County Zoo

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rtAlS5x-nQc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FOGlQZTKrEM&embeds_euri=https%3A%2F%2Fwispolicyforum.org%2F&feature=emb_imp_woyt
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E5_o2j9K4bQ
https://wispolicyforum.org/2021-salute-to-local-government-winners/


INNOVATIVE APPROACH TO PROBLEM SOLVING
Embedded Mental Health Professional Program| Waukesha County

EFFORT TO ADVANCE RACIAL EQUITY
UniverCity Year |Village of  Waunakee

PUBLIC-PRIVATE COOPERATION
Milwaukee’s Collective Affordable Housing Plan| Community 
Development Alliance

PUBLIC-PRIVATE COOPERATION
Mental Health Emergency Center| Milwaukee County

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hiQjQ65Upmc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nAGr4MBZP14
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=767PXMZhKBA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-mgX_a5fJBk
https://wispolicyforum.org/2021-salute-to-local-government-winners/


FELLOWSHIPS

GOVERNMENTAL
RESEARCH 

ASSOCIATION

The Forum is an active member of  the Governmental Research Association 
(GRA), which was founded in 1914 as the national organization of  entities 
engaged in governmental research. Vice President and Research Director 
Jason Stein serves on the GRA board of  directors and President Rob Henken 
is a past president of  GRA. Report design credits: Ragusin Design; Alyssa Doman Photo credits: Landre Photography

Not pictured: Davida Amenta: Researcher; Ashley Fisher: Senior Research Associate; 
Mandy Potapenko: Director, Milwaukee Community Justice Council; Erin Perkins: Project
Manager, Milwaukee Community Justice Council; Isaiah Garcia-Morton & Noah Bartelt: Research 
Interns

Rob Henken
President

Jason Stein
Vice President & 
Research Director

Jeffrey 
Schmidt
Data & Technology 
Director

Betsy Mueller
Researcher

Ari BrownJoe 
Peterangelo
Senior Researcher

Tyler Byrnes
Researcher

Alyssa Doman
Membership & 
Operations Coordinator

Mark 
Sommerhauser
Communications Director/
Policy Reseearcher

Senior Research 
Associate

The Wisconsin Policy Forum awards fellowships annually to two graduate 
students who are studying in Wisconsin to conduct research projects. The 
fellows work under the guidance of  Forum staff  and their work is published as 
Forum research products. 

2022-2023 
Todd A. Berry Fellow

John Zordani
2022-2023 
Norman N. Gill Fellow

Maria Hamidu

Don Cramer
Researcher

Katie Hofman
Fund Development & 
Membership Director 2021-2022 

Todd A. Berry Fellow

Julia Smucker
2021-2022 
Norman N. Gill Fellow

Ned Littlefield

Sara Shaw
Senior Researcher
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FINANCES

we would have run an operating surplus of  about $50,000. 
Unfortunately, with about $850,000 of  investment losses, 
our overall unaudited financial statements show a sizable 
deficit, though investment gains the previous two years 
more than offset the 2022 losses.

The budget is overseen by the Forum’s Finance and 
Executive Committees, which receive frequent and periodic 
reports. Unaudited totals show that in 2022, about 34% 
of  the Forum’s operating revenue came from grants and 
contracts from foundations, governments, and other 
entities, which support specific research projects or areas 
of  research. Roughly 30% of  operating revenue came from 
membership dues, which support discretionary research 
projects and activities deemed important by the staff  and 
directors. 

The Wisconsin Policy Forum had a mixed year financially in 2022. On the positive side, the easing of  COVID-19 allowed us to return to in-
person events and re-initiate our aggressive pursuit of  new members, and we were able to surpass our budgeted revenues in both areas by 
wide margins. Grant and contract income also remained strong, and we benefited from $176,000 in income from the federal pandemic-related 
employee retention tax credit. Unfortunately, that good news was countered by investment losses in our healthy reserves from the sharp stock 
market downturn.

Overall, our unaudited results show we ran a $116,000 operating deficit in 2022, with about $1.25 million in unaudited operating revenue and 
$1.4 million in unaudited operating expenditures. However, a caveat was our decision not to make our typical 4% withdrawal from our healthy 
reserves given our positive cash flow and the desire not to do so while our investments had declined. Had we made our typical withdrawal, then 
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EVENT & REPORT SPONSORS

McGaffey 
Fund

Barry & Mary 
McNulty Family 
Charitable Fund

Milwaukee Regional 
Research Forum



PILLARS OF PUBLIC POLICY

SENTINELS OF CIV IL CONDUCT

CORPORATE

A.O. Smith Corporation
Alliant Energy
Altria Client Services
American Transmission Company
Amundsen Davis
Associated Bank 
Attolles Law
Azura
Badger Meter, Inc.
Badger Plug Company
Baird
Baker Tilly Virchow Krause, LLP
Bank of  Cashton
Barry Company
Beth Foy & Associates, LLC
BMO Harris Bank
Boardman & Clark, LLP 
Capri Communities
C G Bretting Manufacturing 
Company

Charter Communications
Clark Dietz, Inc.
Colby Abbot & Railway Exchange

Buildings
Commercial Association of  Realtors
County Materials Corporation
CPL Industries Inc.

Deloitte Consulting LLP
Dickman Company
Dorn Hardware
Ehlers, Inc.
Elevance Health
Endries International, Inc.
Exact Sciences Corporation
Farmers & Merchants Union Bank
Foley & Lardner LLP
Fund Development Corporation
General Capital Group
Gilbane Building Company
Gimbel, Reilly, Guerin & Brown, LLP
Godfrey & Kahn, S.C.
GRAEF
Grant Thornton LLP
Greater Milwaukee Association  
  of  REALTORS
Hansen Reynolds
Hatch Staffing Services
HNTB Corporation
Horicon Bank
Hubbard Wilson & Zelenkova LLC
Husch Blackwell LLP
Husco
J.H. Findorff  & Son
J.P. Cullen & Sons, Inc.
Johnson Financial Group
Kapur & Associates, Inc.
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Lauber Business Partners
Madison Gas & Electric
Managed Health Services
Mandel Group, Inc.
Marcus Corporation
Menasha Corporation
Michael Best & Friedrich
Milwaukee Bucks
Milwaukee Forge
Miron Construction Co., Inc
Mortgage Guaranty Insurance 
Corporation

Mueller Communications
National Guardian Life Insurance 
Company

NFIB Wisconsin
Northwestern Bank
Ogden & Company, Inc.
Pabst Theater Group
Palermo Villa
PFM Financial Advisors LLC
PMA Financial Network, Inc.
Public Administration Associates
Quarles & Brady LLP 
raSmith
Reinhart Boerner Van Deuren s.c.
Responsory
Ruder Ware, L.L.S.C.
Ruekert-Mielke, Inc.

GOVERNMENT

City of  Lodi
City of  Marion
City of  Milwaukee
City of  New London
City of  New Richmond
City of  Oak Creek
City of  Oshkosh
City of  Port Washington
City of  Rhinelander 
City of  St. Francis
City of  Sun Prairie
City of  Tomahawk
City of  Waukesha
City of  Wauwatosa
City of  West Allis
DOA State Budget Office
East Troy Public Library 
Fond du Lac County
Jefferson County
La Crosse County
Marathon County
Milwaukee County 
Milwaukee Metropolitan  
  Sewerage District
Milwaukee Municipal Court
Milwaukee Public Library
Racine County
Town of  Clayton
Town of  Three Lakes

Town of  Westport
Village of  Bayside
Village of  Bristol
Village of  Brown Deer
Village of  Cleveland 
Village of  Germantown
Village of  Greendale
Village of  Hales Corners
Village of  Hartland
Village of  McFarland
Village of  Mount Pleasant
Village of  Oakfield
Village of  Pleasant Prairie
Village of  River Hills
Village of  Shorewood
Village of  Sussex
Village of  Thiensville
Village of  Wales
Village of  Whitefish Bay 
Village of  Windsor
Walworth County
Washington County
Waukesha County
Wood County

SC Johnson 
Scott Construction
Solarus
Spang Strategies, LLC
Spur Bridges
SysLogic, Inc
T & M Partners
The Boldt Company
The Kammer Group
Town Bank / Wintrust
Urban Land Interests 
US Bank
Veolia Water Milwaukee, LLC
VJS Construction Services, Inc.
W D Hoard & Sons Company
Walker Forge, Inc.
Waukesha State Bank
Wesolowski, Reidenbach & Sajdak SC
West Bend Mutual Insurance 
Company

City of  Beloit
City of  Cudahy 
City of  Franklin
City of  Greenfield
City of  Janesville 
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NONPROFIT

#SmartCohort
ACTS Community Development  
  Corporation
Advocate Aurora Health
Argosy Foundation
Ascension
Associated General Contractors of

Greater Milwaukee
Bader Philanthropies, Inc.
Bradley Foundation

Children’s Health Alliance  
  of  Wisconsin
Children’s Wisconsin
Chorus Community Health Plan
City Forward Collective
Community Care, Inc. 
Dairyland Power Cooperative 
Daniel Hoan Foundation
Destination Madison
Employ Milwaukee
Evan and Marion Helfaer Foundation
Froedtert Health
Gathering Waters Inc.
George Kress Foundation, Inc. 
Greater Milwaukee Committee
Greater Milwaukee Foundation
Harbor District, Inc.
Heil Family Foundation
Herb Kohl Philanthropies
Herzfeld Foundation
iCare Independent Health Care Plan
IMPACT
Jewish Family Services
Johnson Foundation at Wingspread
Judd S. Alexander Foundation
Kikkoman Foods Foundation, Inc.
League of  Wisconsin Municipalities
Local Initiatives Support Corp.

Alverno College
Boyceville Community Schools
Chequamegon School District
Concordia University Wisconsin & 
Ann Arbor
Durand-Arkansaw School District
East Troy Community School District
Hamilton School District
Howard-Suamico School District
Iowa-Grant School District
Lakeland University
Maple Dale Indian Hill School

District
Marquette University
Medical College of  Wisconsin
Mequon-Thiensville School District
Milwaukee Area Technical College
Milwaukee Public Schools
Milwaukee School of  Engineering
Mount Mary University
Mukwonago School District
Oconomowoc Area School District
Pecatonica Area School District
Port Edwards School District
School District of  Brown Deer

School District of  Greenfield
School District of  Janesville
School District of  Menomonee Falls
School District of  Oakfield
St. Francis Public School District
Stockbridge School District
Sun Prairie Area School District
University of  Wisconsin - Madison
University of  Wisconsin-Milwaukee
Waukesha County Technical College
Wautoma Area School District
West Salem School District
Wisconsin Rapids Public School
District

Lutheran Social Services of
Wisconsin & Upper Michigan

Madison Public Schools Foundation
Madonna & Jay Williams Family Fund
Marcus Center for the  
  Performing Arts
Menomonee Valley Partners, Inc
Metropolitan Milwaukee Association 
of  Commerce

Milwaukee Area Health Education
Center

Milwaukee Downtown, Bid #21
Milwaukee Public Museum
Milwaukee Regional Medical Center
Milwaukee Teacher Education Center
Milwaukee Tech Hub Coalition
NAIOP Wisconsin
Northwest Side Community

Development Corporation
Penfield Children’s Center, Inc.
Rogers Behavioral Health
Rotary Club of  Milwaukee
Safe & Sound Inc.
School Choice Wisconsin
Southeastern Wisconsin School
Alliance 

St. Charles Youth & Family 
Services Inc.

EDUCATION
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Teach for America Milwaukee 
Thrive ED
United Way of  Greater Milwaukee 

& Waukesha County 
VISIT Milwaukee
Waukesha County Business Alliance
Weiss Family Foundation
Wisconsin Association of  Mutual 
Insurance Companies

Wisconsin Association of  School
Boards

Wisconsin Association of
Independent Colleges &
Universities

Wisconsin Association of  School
District Administrators

Wisconsin Bankers Association
Wisconsin Center District
Wisconsin Center for Manufacturing

& Productivity
Wisconsin Counties Association
Wisconsin Economic Development

Corporation
Wisconsin Hospital Association
Wisconsin Institute of  CPAs
Wisconsin Insurance Alliance
Wisconsin Realtors Association
Wisconsin Restaurant Association

We maintain a diverse array 
of financial supporters that 
is comprised of entities from 
the corporate, public, and 
nonprofit sectors. 

We also enjoy support from 
hundreds of individuals across
the state.

Wisconsin State Telecommunications 
Association

Wisconsin Transportation Builders 
Association

Wisconsin Women’s Business
Initiative Corporation

WPS Charitable Foundation
Zilber Family Foundation
Zoological Society of  Milwaukee

Bridgette Keating
Judy Keyes

David Lubar
David Meissner

John Miller
George & Susan  

  Mitchell
Jim Mode

Chas Mulcahy
Gregory Oberland

Paul Paprocki
Dan Potter

Peter Ogden
Steve Radke

CHAIRMAN’s CLUB
The Chairman’s Club was established in 2016 to help build financial 
capacity to support the Forum’s core mission and enhance its 
communications. These generous supporters receive complimentary 
admission to all Forum events and are invited to private receptions 
at great venues featuring prominent speakers. Many thanks to these 
members who support the Forum through direct donations or bequests.

Jon Rauser
Tom Rettler
Leigh Riley

Cynthia Rooks
Roger Schroeder

Ricky Smith
Christine Symchych

Bradley Viegut
Laura & Scott  

  Vuchetich
Carol Ward Knox 

Michael Weiss 
Richard Weiss

Fred Young

Scott Botcher
Grady Crosby 

Mark Czarnecki
Eileen & Howard  

  Dubner
Mustafa Emir

Giacomo Falluca & 
Connie Korth

Veronica Gunn
Michael Harrigan

Art Harrington
Susan Hatch

Katie Heil
Jackie Herd-Barber
Kristine Hinrichs
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633 W Wisconsin Ave Suite 406
Milwaukee, WI 53203

(414) 276-8240

M I LWAU K E E

info@wispolicyforum.org
wispolicyforum.org

m a d i s o n
30 W Mifflin St Suite 806 

Madison, WI 53713
(608) 241-9789

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Brix+Coworking/@43.074946,-89.3864423,15z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0xb38c62454b6d2278?sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjf1P7ZgNj2AhVJXM0KHWJtC7gQ_BJ6BAhEEAU
https://wispolicyforum.org/
https://www.google.com/maps?ll=43.037832,-87.919844&z=15&t=m&hl=en-US&gl=US&mapclient=embed&q=633+W+Wisconsin+Ave+Milwaukee,+WI+53203
mailto:info%40wispolicyforum.org?subject=
https://wispolicyforum.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/wisconsin-policy-forum/
https://www.facebook.com/WisPolicyForum
https://twitter.com/WisPolicyForum
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