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I f Wisconsin had a fiscal rearview 
mirror through which to look back 

over the past 20 years, the ride could 
only be described as rough. 

During the 1990s, state-local tax 
revenues sped along.  Over the next 
decade, however, they stagnated at 
the state level while accelerating 
locally.  Then, in 2010, the state 
enjoyed renewed revenue growth 
while slamming the brakes on local 
governments, imposing tighter limits 
on local property taxes (see Table 1, 
page 3).  

As a result, the ride has be-
come increasingly bumpy for lo-
cal governments and schools.  As 
Figure 1 shows, local reliance on 
homegrown revenues rises and falls 
with state fortunes.  But the trend is 

unmistakable:  Local officials are re-
lying on their taxpayers—and not the 
state—to keep their “fiscal tank” full. 

For citizens who provide rev-
enues to both state and local gov-
ernments, the ride has been less of 
a roller coaster and more of a slow 
hill climb.  In 2003, they paid $19.3 
billion in state-local taxes and fees.  
Although revenues were stuck in 
neutral during 2008-10, they accel-
erated to $25.9 billion last year and 
to $26.8 billion in fiscal year 2012.

TAX BURDEN
Rising amounts paid to govern-

ment is not necessarily a problem if 
economic growth increases income.  
That is why many researchers com-
pare tax burdens over time and across 
states by looking at total tax burden 

as a share of personal income.  In 
2012, Wisconsin’s state-local taxes 
combined equaled 11.8% of total 
state personal income, down from 
12.0% in 2011 but the same as 2010 
(11.8%).  

Because total income (4.5%) 
rose faster than state-local tax collec-
tions (3.2%), Wisconsin’s state-local 
tax burden fell slightly in 2012.  

However, state and local taxes 
grew at different rates.  State col-
lections rose 4.8% over the past 
year, local taxes 0.5%. As a share of 
personal income, state taxes were up 
and local taxes down.    

Total state and local taxes rose for the third consecutive year to $26.8 billion in 2012, a 3.2% increase from last 
year.  Because total state income grew faster (4.5%), Wisconsin’s state-local tax burden fell slightly to 11.8% of 
personal income.  State and local taxes grew at varied rates in 2012.  State tax collections rose 4.8%, while local 
taxes increased 0.5%.  Small growth at the local level was due to modest 0.2% growth in property taxes.  The 
three largest state taxes—individual income, sales, and unemployment insurance—increased 5.1%, 4.4%, and 
17%, respectively. 
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If estimated 2012 federal taxes paid by Wiscon-
sinites are added to the state-local total, the total tax 
burden reaches 29.5% of income, down from 30.1% 
in 2010 (see Table 1, page three).  

CHANGING COLLECTIONS
Although the local property tax is the single larg-

est tax in Wisconsin, a majority of taxes—63.3% in 
2012—is collected by state government.  That share 
varies over time as the economy and government 
policies change. 

Economy
The economy affects individual taxes differently.  

For example, individual income and sales tax collec-
tions change with the economy because they are based 
on earnings and spending.  Corporate income taxes 
depend on profits, which fluctuate with economic 
conditions.

During recessions, when fewer people work, indi-
vidual income and sales taxes typically fall.  In 2009, 
individual income taxes dropped 7.3%; corporate 
income taxes, 24.9%; and sales taxes, 4.3%.  

However, during recessionary 2009, net levies 
rose 3.3%.  Because local property taxes tend to be 
less affected by the economy than major state taxes, 
they typically account for a larger share of total taxes 
during economic downturns.  This was the case dur-
ing the recent recession when local taxes rose from 
36.0% of total collections in 2007 to 38.7% in 2010 
(see Figure 1).  As economic conditions improve, 
state tax collections tend to rise faster than local ones.

Decisions
In addition to the economy, policy choices made 

by government officials also alter the share of taxes 
collected by state and local governments.  One ex-
ample from the mid-1990s was the state’s decision 
to provide “two-thirds” of school revenues.  

That two-thirds commitment shifted a consider-
able portion of school costs from local property taxes 
to state taxes.  From 1990 through 1997, local taxes 
averaged 35.9% of total state and local collections.  
Due to the shift in school funding, local taxes as a 

Figure 1:  
Local Share Rises and Falls

Local Taxes as % of Tot. St.-Local Taxes, 1980-2012

2012 Wisconsin Taxpayer Index (Vol. 80)
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share of total state and local taxes dropped to 31.6% 
in 1998 and fell to just over 31% by 2000.  

More recently, the 2011-13 state budget tightened 
various tax limits on schools, municipalities, coun-
ties, and technical colleges.  With no limits on state 
government, its share of taxes rose to 62.3%, while 
the local share fell to 36.7% (see Figure 1).

STATE TAXES AND FEES
State taxes and fees, mostly individual and cor-

porate income taxes, sales taxes, and unemployment 
insurance taxes, totaled $16.9 billion in 2012, up 
nearly 5% from the prior year.    

Individual Income Tax
The individual income tax, the largest state tax, 

accounted for 41.6% of total 2012 state tax collec-
tions.  The $7.0 billion it generated was 5.1% more 
than the $6.7 billion collected the prior year (see Fig-
ure 2).  Although individual income taxes increased 
more than 5% in each of the past two years, annual 
growth since 2007 averaged just 1.2%, reflecting 
declines in 2009 (7.3%) and 2010 (2.1%). 

Income tax growth during the past two years was 
due to a combination of a rebounding economy and 
recent tax changes.  The 2009-11 state budget included 

a new top tax rate for the state’s highest earners 
(7.75%) and halved the capital gains exclusion.  The 
state expected to collect an additional $500 million 
in new revenue over the first two years following the 
changes. 

Sales Tax
The state sales tax was first imposed in 1962 as 

part of a property tax relief effort.  Today, the 5% sales 
tax is the second-largest state tax and, along with the 
income tax, is used to partially support state general 
fund programs, including school aids, Medicaid, the 
University System, corrections, and shared revenues 
for local governments.  The state sales tax is a general 
one applied to sales of tangible personal property, un-
less exempt, and some specified services. 

State sales tax collections totaled $4.3 billion in 
2012, an increase of 4.4% from 2011 ($4.1 billion).  
The sales tax accounted for 25.3% of state taxes in 
2012.  Sales taxes claimed 1.9% of personal income, 
unchanged from 2011. 

Although sales tax revenues increased in each of 
the past two years, annual collection growth averaged 
just 1.7% since 2000.  The Wisconsin sales tax applies 
primarily to goods.  However, with services account-
ing for an increasing share of personal consumption, 
the share of consumption subject to tax is declining. 

The rise of online sales also impacts sales tax 
growth.  Although individuals are required to pay sales 
tax on purchases made online (via a use tax), relatively 
few do so.  According to University of Tennessee esti-
mates, Wisconsin loses $124 million to $158 million 
in state-local sales tax due to Internet sales. 

Corporate Income Tax
More than other major state taxes, corporate 

income tax collections respond quickly and often 
dramatically to changes in the economy.  For example, 
corporate income tax collections dropped about 6% 
in 2008 and another 25% in 2009, as the recession 
deepened.  

Table I: A Snapshot of Federal, State, and Local Tax Collections Over Time
Amounts, Average Annual Changes, and % of Personal Income ($ Millions), 1980-2012

Figure 2:  
Annual Change in State Collections

% Change in Income and Sales Taxes, 2000-12

Source 1980 1990 2000 2010 2012 1980 1990 2000 2010 2012

Federal $10,654.2 $18,747.9 $35,890.5 $38,212.7 $39,899.9 5.8% 6.7% 0.6% 2.2% 24.8% 22.3% 24.3% 18.3% 17.7%

State 3,586.8 6,899.2 12,774.4 15,061.8 16,945.6 6.8% 6.4% 1.7% 6.1% 8.4% 8.2% 8.7% 7.2% 7.5%

Local 1,670.4 3,806.9 5,784.0 9,519.3 9,820.8 8.6% 4.3% 5.1% 1.6% 3.9% 4.5% 3.9% 4.6% 4.3%

Total $15,911.4 $29,454.0 $54,448.9 $62,793.8 $66,666.3 6.4% 6.3% 1.4% 3.0% 37.1% 35.1% 36.9% 30.1% 29.5%

Pers. Inc. $42,922.2 $83,935.6 $147,461.5 $208,962.9 $226,042.1 6.9% 5.8% 3.5% 4.0% - - - - -

Annual  Avg. % Chg.   Taxes as % of Pers. Inc.
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LOCAL TAXES
Wisconsin offers few taxing options for local 

governments.  Although local tax and fee collections 
totaled $9.8 billion in 2012, over 95% of these rev-
enues were generated from property taxes.  

Property Tax
Gross property taxes totaled $10.4 billion in 2012 

(taxes levied in December 2011, collected in 2012), 
up 0.2% from 2011.  After subtracting the school levy 
credit ($747.4 million), the first dollar credit ($148.2 
million), and the lottery credit ($136.1 million), net 
property taxes totaled $9.4 billion and were up 0.2% 
from the prior year.  

The 0.2% net levy increase was the smallest 
change in property taxes since 1997, when taxes fell 
6.7% as a result of the state funding two-thirds of 
school costs.  Unlike the 1990s reduction, this year’s 
below-average increase was not due to additional state 
funding but instead to tightened controls on municipal, 
county, and school property taxes.  Similar property 
tax controls are in place for property tax year 2012-13.  

Local Sales Tax
Counties have the option of imposing a 0.5% local 

sales tax.  Currently, 62 of 72 counties use the optional 
tax, generating $296.6 million in 2012.  Collections 
in 2012 were up 7.3% from the prior year, due to the 
improved economy.   

In addition to the county sales tax, there are 
several specific and limited sales taxes at the local 
level.  Brown County has a 0.5% sales tax designated 
for Lambeau Field maintenance and improvements, 
while Milwaukee, Ozaukee, Racine, Washington, and 
Waukesha counties impose a 0.1% sales tax to pay for 
the Miller Park baseball stadium.  Combined, “sta-
dium” taxes totaled $47.7 million in 2012 vs. $46.1 
million in 2011.  

Wheel Tax
The motor vehicle tax (wheel tax) generated $7.6 

million in calendar year 2011 (which corresponds 
with state fiscal year 2012), up from $7.3 million in 
2010.  Approximately half of this increase was due to 
the adoption of a wheel tax in the City of Janesville.  
The cities of Beloit, Mayville, and Milwaukee also 
have wheel taxes, as does St. Croix County.  The tax 
is assessed when individuals living in one of these 
areas obtains or renews their vehicle registration. By 
law, wheel tax revenues are required to be spent on 
transportation-related expenses. 

Corporate tax collections then recovered strongly 
in 2010 due to a combination of a rebounding econo-
my, a law change requiring corporations to combine 
income from subsidiaries, and other tax increases.  
The law change, known as combined reporting, al-
lowed the state to tax a portion of out-of-state corpo-
rate profits attributable to Wisconsin. 

In 2012, corporate income taxes rose for the third 
consecutive year.  Last year’s 2.2% increase was fol-
lowed by a 6.3% increase this year.  Corporate income 
taxes accounted for 5.4% of total state taxes in 2012. 

Although discussions of business taxes often 
focus on the corporate income tax, business taxation 
has shifted from the corporate to the individual income 
tax in many cases.  Partnerships, limited liability 
corporations (LLCs), and Subchapter S corporations 
pass their income to owners, who pay individual in-
come taxes on it.  This shift partly explains corporate 
income taxes now accounting for 5.4% of total state 
taxes compared to over 6% during most of the 1990s. 

Unemployment Tax
Unemployment insurance (UI) taxes totaled 

$1.2 billion in 2012, making UI the third-largest 
state tax. UI taxes rose 33.6% in 2011 and 17.0% in 
2012, partly reflecting an increase in the amount of 
employee wages subject to UI tax from $12,000 in 
2010 to $13,000 in 2011. The taxable wage base will 
increase to $14,000 in 2013. 

As of the end of October, Wisconsin owed the 
federal UI trust fund more than $800 million on its out-
standing loan balance. Wisconsin borrowed from the UI 
trust fund to pay unemployment benefits after the state’s 
reserves were exhausted during the 2008-09 recession. 

Transportation Taxes
Wisconsin transportation projects are primarily 

funded from the state’s segregated transportation fund.  
Although transportation fund revenues are designated 
for transportation-related costs, recent legislatures 
transferred dollars from the fund to balance the state’s 
general fund budget.  

State gas taxes and vehicle registration fees ac-
count for the vast majority of transportation fund 
revenues.  In 2012, gas tax revenues were $983.9 
million, while registration fees generated $538.3 
million.  Since 2000, gas tax revenues increased an 
average of just 1.6% per year, partly reflecting reduced 
consumption due to higher prices and more fuel ef-
ficient vehicles.  
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2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Individual $5,052.0 $5,277.1 $5,650.1 $6,144.3 $6,573.8 $6,713.7 $6,222.7 $6,089.2 $6,700.7 $7,041.7

Corp. 526.5 650.5 764.1 780.3 890.1 837.8 629.5 834.5 852.9 906.6

3,737.9 3,899.3 4,038.7 4,127.6 4,158.6 4,268.0 4,084.0 3,944.2 4,109.0 4,288.7

Fuel 902.5 934.6 955.5 974.1 994.7 999.9 968.8 971.8 988.3 983.9

Vehicle Reg. 299.7 347.9 354.9 381.7 375.2 451.8 511.3 520.9 512.1 538.3

Driver's Licenses 30.0 30.8 31.4 31.3 31.3 36.4 42.7 42.3 42.3 41.3

Limo/Car Rental 3.4 3.5 3.9 5.0 7.6 7.1 7.5 7.3 8.3 8.2

Cigarette 293.7 291.3 294.3 301.5 296.1 455.7 551.3 644.3 604.8 587.8

Tobacco Products 15.5 16.1 15.8 16.4 17.5 29.7 42.2 59.9 60.9 65.5

Liquor & Wine 36.0 38.5 39.5 41.0 42.7 45.2 44.1 44.2 45.8 47.0

Beer 9.5 9.6 9.8 9.8 9.5 9.6 9.9 9.6 9.3 9.2

Electric & Gas 148.7 167.2 161.5 191.5 197.8 214.8 226.2 211.5 230.5 234.6

Telephone 106.3 81.6 72.6 63.0 65.3 59.5 63.5 70.0 67.0 81.0

Railroad 12.5 11.9 16.0 16.4 16.4 19.9 21.6 24.1 24.9 28.1

All Others 28.1 29.6 26.5 25.6 28.8 30.0 36.0 42.4 50.2 57.9

475.7 0.0 656.1 700.3 663.8 642.3 666.2 760.2 1,015.5 1,187.9

128.2 138.4 144.9 150.8 156.8 172.1 152.0 146.9 156.5 157.8

68.7 86.4 112.3 108.1 121.1 158.8 20.9 0.9 -0.1 0.3

335.2 379.0 414.7 412.7

57.4 66.3 77.2 80.5 71.7 59.4 41.2 44.3 35.6 39.8

15.4 25.5 13.2 19.5 23.5 25.1 27.2 20.6 25.9 27.5

93.7 92.6 86.6 71.3 52.5 47.0 44.7 61.0 67.6 66.1

72.2 73.1 75.7 84.3 85.5 99.8 106.4 106.5 113.2 120.0

2.1 1.9 1.6 1.2 1.0 0.9 0.7 0.3 0.0 0.0

18.7 19.1 21.4 22.6 25.0 25.0 26.0 25.8 27.1 28.9

Total State $12,134.5 $12,292.8 $13,623.8 $14,348.3 $14,906.2 $15,409.7 $14,881.8 $15,061.6 $16,163.0 $16,945.6

 

$7,363.6 $7,687.3 $8,150.8 $8,326.7 $8,706.4 $9,250.3 $9,667.1 $10,105.7 $10,364.3 $10,384.8

-469.3 -469.3 -469.3 -469.3 -593.1 -672.4 -747.4 -747.4 -747.4 -747.4

-106.2 -118.2 -131.9 -119.9 -144.6 -128.8 -118.2 -115.0 -131.1 -136.1

-72.7 -141.9 -149.7 -148.2

Net Levy 6,788.1 7,099.8 7,549.6 7,737.5 7,968.7 8,449.1 8,728.8 9,101.4 9,336.1 9,353.1

50.9 52.3 55.1 58.6 63.5 67.9 72.0 62.5 68.4 72.5

234.9 241.6 264.3 265.7 272.8 282.8 293.8 272.9 276.5 296.6

14.3 16.6 19.3 20.1 17.9 14.9 10.3 11.1 8.9 10.0

0.5 0.5 0.6 0.5 0.4 0.3 4.6 7.6 7.3 7.6

14.5 15.1 15.2 16.6 17.4 18.5 18.0 17.2 24.3 27.0

1.6 1.8 1.9 2.1 2.1 2.8 2.7 2.9 2.8 6.3

44.0 46.6 46.4 46.1 46.7 47.3 47.1 43.7 46.1 47.7

Total Local $7,148.8 $7,474.2 $7,952.4 $8,147.1 $8,389.6 $8,883.6 $9,177.2 $9,519.3 $9,770.4 $9,820.8

 

$19,283.3 $19,767.0 $21,576.2 $22,495.5 $23,295.8 $24,293.2 $24,059.1 $24,580.9 $25,933.4 $26,766.4

$167,708 $173,248 $180,303 $186,545 $198,556 $206,648 $215,330 $208,963 $216,339 $226,042

11.5% 11.4% 12.0% 12.1% 11.7% 11.8% 11.2% 11.8% 12.0% 11.8%

Premier Resort Sales

Total Personal Inc. 

Stadium

Personal Income

TOTAL STATE

& LOCAL

Taxes as % of 

Local Expo.

Motor Vehicle

Miscellaneous

LOCAL

Sales

Room

Lottery Credit

First Dollar Credit

State Credit

Real Estate Transfer

Conservation Fees

Gen. Prop.

Public Utility:

Unemp. Comp.

Real Estate Transfer

Temp. Service Charges 

Petroleum Inspection

Pari-mutuel

Insurance Premiums

Hospital Assessment

Inheritance & Estate

Tax/Fee

STATE

Income:

Sales

Motor Vehicle:

Excise:

Sources: Compiled by the Wisconsin Taxpayers Alliance using published and unpublished information from the Wisconsin Departments of Revenue, Administra-
tion, Workforce Development, and Natural Resources, and the U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis. 

Note: Detail may not add to subtotal due to rounding. 
1Was the Recycling Surcharge prior to 2012. 
2Includes fishing, hunting, camping, and admission fees, and boat and snowmobile registrations.   
3 20% of real estate transfer fees collected remain at the local level. 
4State-imposed 0.1% sales tax; applies only within the counties of Milwaukee, Ozaukee, Racine, Washington, and Waukesha.  Brown County has a 0.5% local sales tax.  

Table 2:  State and Local Tax Collections, 2003-12
($ Millions)

1

3

4

2
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Table 3:  
Federal Tax Collections in Wisconsin

Fiscal 2011 ($ Millions)

Room Tax
Municipalities may collect a room tax of up to 8% 

from visitors to temporary lodging establishments.  
State law requires at least 70% of the revenues be 
spent on tourism promotion and development.  In 
calendar year 2011 (which corresponds with state 
fiscal year 2012), over 260 municipalities collected 
the tax, generating an estimated $72.5 million. Col-
lections were $68.4 million in 2010. 

FEDERAL TAXES
Federal taxes include income, social security, gift, 

estate, and other taxes.  Wisconsin taxpayers paid an 
estimated $39.9 billion to the federal government in 
2012, compared to $39 billion from the previous year. 
This was the second consecutive year that federal rev-
enues grew more than 2%.  They previously declined 
15.2% in 2008-09 and 1.1% in 2009-10. 

 

Type of Tax Collections

% of 

Total

10-11 

Chg.

Income and Employment $34,958.5 89.6% 4.3%

Corporate Income 3,463.9 8.9% -15.7%

Excise 365.0 0.9% -8.9%

Estate Tax 184.5 0.5% 11.7%

Gift Tax 60.9 0.2% 89.8%

  Total 39,032.8 2.1%

Federal taxes accounted for 59.9% of all taxes 
paid in Wisconsin.  As a share of personal income, 
they claimed 18% in 2012, the same percentage as in 
2011.  A breakdown of federal tax collections is not 
yet available for 2012, but Table 3 shows 2011 taxes 
by category. 

The largest share of federal taxes paid in the Bad-
ger State are income and employment taxes (89.6%).  
These taxes include the individual income, social 
security, and unemployment taxes.  Combined, they 
generated $35 billion in 2011.   

The next-largest federal tax is the corporate in-
come tax. Collections totaled $3.5 billion in 2011, 
down 15.7% from 2010. Unlike Wisconsin’s state 
corporate income tax, the federal corporate income 
tax is graduated, with rates ranging from 15% to 
38%. 

The excise, estate, and gift taxes combined gen-
erated $610.4 million in 2011 vs. $598.1 million  in 
2010.  Excise collections decreased, while both the 
estate and gift taxes increased from 2010.

Generally, federal tax collections do not vary 
greatly from year to year.  However, the “fiscal 
cliff” deal and other negotiations regarding the 
federal debt ceiling will most likely impact revenue 
collections.   o 

 

Income Taxes 2012: What’s New
In past years, WISTAX published its guide, 

TAXES, to federal and state income taxes.  The pub-
lication was discontinued this year.  However, as a 
service to past users, a portion of this issue highlights 
2012 changes to federal and state law.  For most 
taxpayers, the changes for 2012 are few.  However, 
depending on federal action or inaction in the com-
ing months, changes for 2013 could be significant.

2012 CHANGES

State
Inflation Adjustments.  The Wisconsin income 

tax brackets, standard deduction, and filing require-
ments have been inflation-adjusted.  Thus, filers 
whose adjusted gross income increased less than 
4% are likely in the same tax bracket they were last 
year (see Table 1, page 7).  

Health Insurance.  Employees who split the 
health insurance premium for employer-sponsored 
plans and paid the employee share with after-tax 
dollars can deduct from income 45% of what they 
paid (up from 25%).  

Child and Dependent Care Expenses.  A filer 
may subtract from income qualifying child or de-
pendent care expenses of up to $1,500 for one child 
and $3,000 for more than one.  These amounts are 
double last year’s allowable deductions. 

Tuition Expenses.  A filer may deduct up to  
$6,543 (up from $6,155) for tuition and mandatory 
student fees paid at a four-year UW institution by 
the person, spouse, and/or dependent.  The deduc-
tion applies to tuition and mandatory student fees at 
approved institutions in Wisconsin and Minnesota 
(under tuition reciprocity agreement).  
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Federal
Inflation Adjustments.  Like the Wisconsin in-

come tax, federal income tax brackets, exemptions, 
and standard deductions are adjusted for inflation.  A 
cost-of-living adjustment of about 3.8% was applied 
to federal tax brackets (see Table 1).  Personal and 
dependent exemptions increased $100 to $3,800, 
and the standard deduction rose $150 to $300, de-
pending on filing status.

Retirement Contributions.  Maximum allowable 
contributions for 401(k) and 403(b) retirement plans 
increased $500 to $17,000.  Moreover, for both 
Roth and traditional IRAs, the phase-out ranges (the 
incomes at which tax deductibility is reduced and 
ultimately eliminated) increased $3,000 to $4,000 
(Roth) and $2,000 to $4,000 (traditional), depending 
on filing status.  

The Roth phaseout is between $110,000 and 
$125,000 for single filers and between $173,000 and 
$183,000 for married couples filing jointly.  The tra-
ditional IRA phaseout is $58,000-$68,000 for single 
filers, $92,000-$112,000 for married filing jointly if 
the taxpayer is covered by a workplace retirement 
plan, and $173,000-$183,000 if not covered.

EITC.  A tax credit (or refund) is available 
to certain low-income persons with at least some 
earned income.  If the credit exceeds the amount 
of tax liability, a refund for the difference is made 
to the taxpayer.    

The maximum federal earned income tax credit 
(EITC) for low- and moderate-income families 

Table 1: Federal and State Tax Brackets
2012

Bracket

10% $0 to $8,700 $0 to $17,400 $0 to $8,700 $0 to $12,400

15% 8,701 to 35,350 17,401 to 70,700 8,701 to 35,350 12,401 to 47,350

25% 35,351 to 85,650 70,701 to 142,700 35,351 to 71,350 47,351 to 122,300

28% 85,561 to 178,650 142,701 to 217,450 71,351 to 108,725 122,301 to 198,050

33% 178,651 to 388,350 217,450 to 388,350 108,726 to 194,175 198,051 to 388,350

35% 388,351 388,351 194,176 388,351

4.6% $0 to $10,570 $0 to $14,090 $0 to $7,040 $0 to $10,570

6.15% 10,571 to 20,130 14,091 to 28,180 7,041 to 14,090 10,571 to 20,130

6.5% 20,131 to 158,500 28,181 to 211,330 14,091 to 105,660 20,131 to 158,500

6.75% 158,501 to 232,660 211,331 to 310,210 105,661 to 155,110 158,501 to 232,660

7.75% 232,661 312,211 155,111 232,661or more or more or more or more

Federal

State

Head of Household

or more

Single Filers

or more or more

 Married Filing Joint

or more

Married Filing Sep.

increased $140 to $5,891.  The maximum income 
allowed to qualify for the EITC depends on the 
number of children.  For single filers with no quali-
fying children, the maximum is $13,980 (up from 
$13,660 in 2011).  For single filers with three or 
more qualifying children, the maximum is $45,060 
(up from $43,998).  Income limits are higher for 
married filers, as well.

Educator Expense Deduction.  In 2011, educa-
tors could deduct from income up to $250 for the 
cost of school supplies used in class.  The deduction 
is eliminated for 2012 and after.

Sales Tax Deduction.  In 2011, taxpayers who 
itemized deductions had the option to deduct state 
income or sales taxes paid.  The sales tax option is 
eliminated for 2012.

Alternative Minimum Tax.  Single filers with 
incomes greater than $33,750 and married filers 
with incomes above $45,000 could be subject 
to the alternative minimum tax.  Those income 
cutoffs are down from $48,450 and $74,450 last 
year.  For at least the last 10 years, Congress 
has temporarily increased those cutoff levels.  
However, last year’s “patch” was for one year, 
and lacking congressional action, the cutoffs will 
revert to 2000 levels.

Some of the changes described above could be 
part of the “fiscal cliff” negotiations.  Filers should 
check with their accountant or the IRS to determine 
final changes.   o
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One U.S. Senator.  One Congressman.  Three State Officers.                       
Three State Senators.  25 State Representatives.

With redistricting, recalls, and the November elections, Wisconsin’s 
political landscape has changed quite a bit.  Wisconsin has a new U.S. 
senator, a new congressman, three new state senators, and 25 new state 
representatives.  Even if your district did not change, the person repre-
senting you may be new. 

Get the new 34th edition of the Wisconsin Legislative & Congres-
sional Directory to help you  navigate through all the changes.  Its 24 
pages include a state map of the eight congressional districts and individual 
maps of the 33 senate districts, along with their assembly districts.  The 
new 2013-14 Directory also provides the name, address, party, email, and 
phone number of each legislator.  It lists senate and assembly committee 
chairs, legislative leaders, constitutional officers, and legislative service 
agencies—even the latest election results for each lawmaker.       

Whether it be for personal use or for distributing to clients or 
members, the Wisconsin Legislative and Congressional Directory is an 
essential source of information. 

The NEW 2013-14 Wisconsin Legislative Directory is what you need!

Mail to:  Wisconsin Taxpayers Alliance, 401 North Lawn Ave., Madison, WI  53704-5033
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1 $3.95 ea.
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50-99 1.15 ea.
100-499 0.85 ea.
500-999 0.75 ea.
1,000-1,999 0.55 ea.
2,000+ 0.50 ea.
Sales tax and shipping are 
included.  Imprint charges 
are extra (see other side).
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Adams 8, 16
Ashland 13
Barron 13
Bayfield	 13
Brown 14
Buffalo 10
Burnett 10, 12
Calumet 14
Chippewa 10
Clark 10, 12
Columbia 6, 16
Crawford 8
Dane 4, 6, 16 
Dodge 6, 16
Door 14
Douglas 12
Dunn 10, 12
Eau Claire 10
Florence 13
Fond du Lac 16, 18 
Forest 13
Grant 8
Green 4, 6, 8
Green Lake 16
Iowa 6, 8
Iron 12
Jackson 8, 10
Jefferson 4, 6
Juneau 8
Kenosha 4, 5
Kewaunee 14
La Crosse 8
Lafayette 8
Langlade 13
Lincoln 13
Manitowoc 14
Marathon 10, 12, 13
Marinette 13, 14 
Marquette 16
Menominee 13
Milwaukee 18, 20 
Monroe 8
Oconto 13, 14
Oneida 13
Outagamie 14, 16
Ozaukee 18
Pepin 10
Pierce 10
Polk 10, 12
Portage 8
Price 12
Racine 4, 5, 18
Richland 8
Rock 4
Rusk 12
St. Croix 10, 12
Sauk 6, 8, 16
Sawyer 12
Shawano 13, 14
Sheboygan 14, 18
Taylor 13
Trempealeau 10
Vernon 8
Vilas 13
Walworth 4, 5, 18
Washburn 12
Washington 18
Waukesha 4, 6, 13
Waupaca 14, 16
Waushara 8, 16
Winnebago 16
Wood 8, 10, 12
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